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A life of Light

Armid the bustle amd jarming materialism of 21st century Egvpt,
a fipure like thal of Tameay Irene appeared o come from another
world, Her mere presence exuded peace, happiness, modesty and
profound [aith and a love thal was deep enough o enpull the
world at large. No matter that she had o endure repeated spells
of illness- in many of them she almost looked death in the [ce-
Tamav Irene's faith never faltered. She lived on to take tender
care of her spiritual daughters, the nuns at the convent of Abu
seifein (literally the One with Two Swords, the name commonly
given o 5. Mercurius) in Old Cairo until her death on the

evening of last Tuesday.
Watani International 3 November 2006
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Déeés de Tamav Irénic

L'annonce de la mort de Tamave [rénie a provoqué une
immense tristresse. Le Diéces est survenu le mardi 31 Octobre 3 8
et demie du soir a Phipital F1 Ilaya. Son COTPs a elé transfiére gy
couvent Saint Mercure an vieux © aire a 1'"plise. .. Pujs la
depouille de la sainte mére 3 éte eXposes au rez de chuuw e tlans
l'eglise de son bien aimé Sajnt Mercure pour permetire g
fidéles qui ont envahi Te couvent de se recucilliv un brel instan
il"adieux,

Dans le cercueil Tamave ne parlait plus, ne bougenit plus nus
ellc ¢1é vivante, souriante, dans |a paix elle dormsit  tenant Ia
Croix entre ses mains,

Watani Francophone, 3 Novembre 20006
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A Modern Desert Mother

Tamav Frene, Mother Superor of the couvenl of 5t, Philopater
Mercurius in Old Cairo orpanized life nside the convent,
according to the Pachomian Koinonia, (he rules sel hy St
Pachumius (292-343 AN the tounder of the communal life of
monks and nuns, a neplected copy of which she found in the
couvenl library, In addition to organizing the spiritual life of her
daughters, she also expanded the convent, one of the most
significant additions heing the church dedicated to St. Mercurius,
known among Egvplian Christians as Abi Seifein {the one with
lwir swords

Mother Erene populariscd St Philopatis wimong Copts. In this
sense, she is often compared with Pope Kyrillos VI whose name
became associated with the Egyptian marlyr, 5t Mena. On Ahi
seifein’s Teasts.., she vsed to speak to thousands of Christians
about the miracles that were performed with the prayers nf the
patron saint of the convent

Ty



In her weekly meelings, which wel place on Fridays
undil jusl 4 few yeas belore her death, ‘Tamav Erenc would
spedk ol heaven in o way that browgh hope and consolalion to
her lislencrs. ITer wessage and vociion attracted many.. .
Like 5t Sencletica (d. A00 AT Mother Trenc came toml a
weallhy family, though zhe remonnced worldly  treasures
sptilg for a life of wolinlery  poverty, lollowing e
consecralion as 4 nun on 26 Dleslaber 1954,

=L Bvnelenien and other desert mothers conlribinted 1o the
cxbaodimwry dewclopment of maonasticisto during the fourlh
antl ftlh centwries. They establishod o traditiog equal w hat
ol the desert fathers and atraeled meny  disciples and
hsieners, mele and lemale. The easch'ngs of tose motners
foens mainly on the lide of vigil, praver, fastiog and stuegting,
purity of heurl, voluntary prwerly, solitude and  stillucss,
Tamav Trene™s words tackld moany of the same issyes: like the
ascetic Meratwre lofl by 1hese mothers ard fathers, lor
Sayitys TOpescnt 1t fit of ber “personal labwur and
sirsrEle”

Tamiav Irene’s lifc was also a Ivng example of the
forbearance of pain. For mare than twenty five voars she
sullerved from various kinds of Mness which she bone
walh gratitude and jy, Thus, her lite and hertage cohiooed
those of the Chrisium celibatez ang [emale zaints whi
lived during ihe ehileren contiries,
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